Mining Conference Zoom
Meetings Overwhelming

City Investors Circle — Mining Conference Zoom meeting invites

As a keen investor in the mining sector, for over 20 years, I
love attending mining conferences, all over the world, meeting
new people, and hearing about potential projects to invest in.

Covid put paid to attending in person, but opened up a new
opportunity, attending remotely (virtually) wutilising Zoom
meetings. This worked well for a while, but recently I have
found I have been overwhelmed by meeting requests.

In the good old days of
personal meetings - 121
Conference in Cape Town, SA.
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Mining Conference Zoom
invites are becoming
overwhelming

As a keen investor in the mining sector for over 20 years, I
love attending mining conferences, all over the world, meeting
new people, and hearing about potential projects to invest in.

Covid put paid to attending in person, but opened up a new
opportunity, attending remotely (virtually) utilising Zoom
meetings. This worked well for a while, but recently I have
found I have been overwhelmed by meeting requests.

I have already attended 94 virtual ZOOM meetings with
companies this vyear, attending conferences 1in three
continents, and two more conferences in the next two weeks
will knock that up to around the 120 mark.

Mining Conference Zoom Meeting
invites are coming overwhelming

What started out as a fantastic idea, a remote meeting over
Zoom, allowing investor and company to keep in touch, has
morphed into something a lot less attractive, as meeting
requests arrive by the bucketful, almost daily, from many
different sources.

Companies that you have met at conferences are now
subsequently offering direct invitations to investors for
“follow up” calls, as investor contact details are given to
the corporate sponsors after the event. At the same time,
conferences are plentiful, resulting in yet more invitations.



Some IR companies have now joined the party, resulting in yet
more unsolicited invitations to meet with their clients,
relevant or not.

Quite simply, they have created a monster!

Shocked at how the ‘invitation’
system really works

Some companies seem to have become serial presenters, and
participate in virtually every conference, including those
that occur within a short space of time of each other. 121 and
Mines and Money conferences are often held within a few days
of each other, for example.

It has become common, therefore, to receive an invite to meet
a company I'm already scheduled to meet the week before! I
did think perhaps it was down to a careless IR guy not
checking for duplicate meetings, or recording a list of
previous meetings.

But I have now discovered that that assumption was actually
wrong. I received a late request to meet a company I had just
spoken to a few days before, and as a shareholder, emailed the
CEO directly.

I was surprised when he replied that they don’'t set the
meetings, the conference people are doing that! What? So I
go to all the trouble to ensure all meetings I accept are
relevant for myself, and I assumed the companies looked at my
profile to check for relevance before issuing invitations.

Not so!



Persuasion 1s now being used

I have just received a call from a conference administrator,
asking why I had declined a couple of meetings. When I replied
it was because my slots were limited due to the time
difference, I was offered meetings outside the conference time
to accommodate me. I felt painted into a corner, and agreed to
take them.

I was then asked if I would meet another couple of companies,
and I said I had enough meetings already. The lady then used
gentle persuasion to convince me to meet these two companies,
with her pointing out that they met my criteria, and me
agreeing to see them, as once again I felt it easier to agree.

Why 1s this an 1issue?

The point here is of course that if the conference organisers
are making the meetings, they may not be as relevant as if
investors and corporates are arranging them directly
themselves.

I was always under the impression I was receiving an
invitation directly from the company, from either the CEO in
the case of a small company, or the IR guy if a larger one.
Some of my responses were positive because I felt they were
inviting me directly, and that will change now.

My method of selecting companies
that are relevant to meet

I have been asked before how I select companies to meet when a
conference has, say, 100 or more participants, or in the case



of PDAC, over 500.

My method requires a bit of work initially, but pays dividends
later.

When I am invited to participate in a conference, I download
the list of attending companies onto a spreadsheet, and sort
by market cap, metal, producing/ developing/ exploring,
countries of operation etc.

I end up with a spreadsheet where I colour in positives and
negatives using a traffic light colour system, where, for
example, Gold is green, development is amber, project located
in North Korea would be red.

I focus on market caps (generally) between $20 million and
$500 million, anything either side would be an amber, or red,
if too large or small.

When I receive an invite I refer to the spreadsheet and my
decision is made for me, two reds and 1it’'s a definite no,
greens make a yes more likely, and ambers would generally make
me have a quick look at the company before replying.

So, a company located in a tier 1 jurisdiction, with a gold
project in development or production would be an instant yes,
and a company with a greenfield exploration project for
tungsten in Venezuela would be a definite no. The colours make
the decision in a flash and it takes the emotion out of it.

Conclusion

The knowledge that conference organisers are making meeting
invitations rather than the companies themselves has altered
my perspective.

I will no longer feel obliged to accept a meeting from a



company where I know the CEO because it isn’t him issuing the
invitation!

City Investors Circle 1s based in
the financial district in the City
of London

We present interesting and exciting junior mining companies
listed on the ASX and TSX stock exchanges to a group of city
professionals, and private investors, all of whom are active
investors with a mandate to invest in junior mining companies.

Our audience is selected and invited individually to ensure
interest and relevance for the presenting company.

Meetings are non deal, small group, highly focused and
engaged, with a lively Q and A to follow the main
presentation.

We create awareness, and maintain interest in presenting
companies by disseminating their future news to our entire
investor group via email, social media, and our Monthly Review
newsletter.

If you wish to present to our select group of active mining
investors, please email andrew@city-investors-circle.com



This website is not sponsored, we
are truly independent, and will
always remain so.

Companies featured here have either presented to the Circle in
London, or have been selected because they are considered to
have interesting projects, in good jurisdictions, run by an
experienced management team.

All information used in the preparation of this communication
has been compiled from publicly available sources that we
believe to be accurate and reliable, however, we cannot, and
do not, guarantee the accuracy or completeness of this.

These articles are for awareness
and informational purposes only,
and are not recommendations in any
form. Always consult an investment
professional.

To read our full terms and
conditions, please click HERE
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